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Synopsis

Through riveting narrative and eyewitness stories, young readers learn what it's really like to be
caught in a monster tornado. Captivating first-person accounts and news reports detail survivors’
experiences of the most destructive tornadoes ever to occur in the United States. And thrill-seekers’
reports add to the drama and suspense. Historical perspectives on the human experience of
tornadoes and scientific perspectives on why twisters happen and how to keep people safe add to
the intrigue of this fascinating topic. Ample back matter will help students find sources to write

well-informed and compelling reports. --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.
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Customer Reviews

Through riveting narrative and eyewitness stories, young readers learn what it's really like to be
caught in a monster tornado. Captivating first-person accounts and news reports detail survivors’
experiences of the most destructive tornadoes ever to occur in the United States. And thrill-seekers’
reports add to the drama and suspense. Historical perspectives on the human experience of
tornadoes and scientific perspectives on why twisters happen and how to keep people safe add to

the intrigue of this fascinating topic. Ample back matter will help students find sources to write



well-informed and compelling reports. Q & A with Tornado! Author Judith Brindell Fradin Q: What
inspired you to write a book about tornados? A: Dennis and | are Midwesterners. As such, every
spring and summer, we experience volatile weather, fascinating and frightening at the same time.
Several years ago, our house and car were damaged by a downdraft--a phenomenon, like a
tornado, caused by a cold front colliding with warm, unstable air. Last year, a tornado struck less
than a mile from where | was driving with my daughter and granddaughters. Watching the gigantic
wall cloud approach us and feeling the wind-driven, instantaneous 25 degree temperature drop was
terrifying, forcing us to seek shelter. Who knows what this spring will bring as cold fronts from the
north, winds from the west, and moisture from the Gulf of Mexico collide and spin over our area? Q:
Why is it so difficult to predict when a tornado might hit? A: Tornado prediction is much more reliable
now than ever. The Storm Prediction Center monitors radar and satellite imagery to watch the
creation of spinning storm cells, then monitor conditions that could lead to severe weather. Sirens
sound, alerting citizens to take shelter. For these reasons, there are fewer serious injuries and
fatalities from twisters than in the past. Q: Is there any other weather phenomenon you might want
to write about in the future? Why? A: Wea ™ve already written our WITNESS TO DISASTER series
for National Geographic Childrena ™s Books: VOLCANOES! HURRICANES! EARTHQUAKES!
TSUNAMIS! and DROUGHTS! Our FLOODS book has been written, but not yet published. Q: What
is the most fascinating thing about a tornado? A: In an era when humans like to think we can control
the trajectory of our lives more and more, tornadoes remind us of the power of nature and
encourage us, like our ancestors, to learn to read the skies. Q: There is some stunning photography
in the book. Do you think people risk too much getting close to dangerous forces in the pursuit of
snapping great photos? A: People who photograph dramatic and violent forces of nature fall, in my
mind, into three categories. Some are scientists, prepared with state-of-the-art storm-monitoring
equipment and vehicles. The scientists understand, respect, and fear the forces of nature they
study. Some are storm-chasers--risk-takers who, with lesser knowledge and equipment, shoot
stunning images. Finally, there are amateur photographers who find themselves in the path of an
approaching storm, whip out their cameras, click the shutter and snag awesome images. We sift
through thousands of photographs taken by scientists, storm-chasers and amateurs to acquire the

pictures for our books.

Judy Fradin and her husband, Dennis, have written more than 150 books between the two of them.
They are renowned for their thoroughly researched work about harrowing times in history. The

couple have coauthored Tornado!: The Story Behind These Twisting, Turning, Spinning, and



Spiraling Storms and several of National Geographica ™s Witness to Disaster books, including
Earthquakes and Droughts.Dennis Fradin and his wife, Judy, have collectively written more than
150 books. This dynamic couple is well known for their carefully researched work recounting
harrowing times in history. Their many awards include the School Library Journal Best Book of the

Year forA 5,000 Miles to Freedom: Ellen and William Crafta ™s Flight from Slavery.

One of my kids favorites. Excellent pics with all Nat Geo books.

| bought this book for my son who wrote his own book about tornado facts for school (3rd grade).
The book has a lot of photo’s, some facts and stories about tornadoes. | probably would have
picked another book for our purpose after getting the book but not the books fault or author. This
book is what the title says. If you are looking to read about tornado stories and see photo’s you will
enjoy this book.

Perfect for my tornado obsessed four year old.

Great

It was a gift.

My son loves all books about weather. This is a good addition to his collection! He likes the photos

and information.

bought this as a Christmas gift for my 8 year old grandson who is fascinated with tornadoes, and he
just LOVED it!

My grandson who is 5 is totally into weather, so this was a big hit!
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